
A Camden Military Academy milestone has taken place during the September 2009 
meeting of the school’s Board of Trustees as Julian Banks Scarborough, Carlisle Military 
School Class of 1945, resigned as chairman after 25 years of dedicated, loyal, and loving 
service to the school. Mr. Scarborough (shown left with his wife, Jo) handed the gavel over 
to Alfred Campbell Walters (right), Camden Military Academy Class of 1973.  It so happened 
that Mr. Scarborough was at the Camden airport getting his plane fixed when he decided to 
visit Colonel Lanning Risher 25 years ago.  It was then that “Lanning asked me to join the 
Board of  Trustees and the next thing that happened was his chairmanship.”  Mr. Scarborough 
was appointed chairman on November 16, 1984 and has held that position until this year.  In 

doing so Mr. Scarborough remarked that he will continue to serve on the board and support Camden in any way that he can for as long as he is able to 
do so.  These two gentlemen have been a real blessing to the school in so many ways throughout the years.  Whether it was through their wisdom, their 
business finesse, their new ideas, or their generosity, they have been the leaders that both Carlisle Military School and Camden Military Academy have 
developed throughout the schools’ history and are continuing to do so today.

Mr. Scarborough was born in Lamar, South Carolina on August 20, 1928.  He was graduated from Carlisle Military School, Bamberg, South Caro-
lina in 1945 and was the Cadet Captain and Company Commander of Band Company. He graduated from the University of South Carolina in 1948, the 
School of Banking of the South in 1954, and the Senior Bank Officers Seminar at Harvard Business School in 1963.

 He spent his entire business career as a banker starting in the position of cashier with Pee Dee State Bank in 1948 and became its President in 
1962 and Board Chairman in 1964.  Other banking offices he has held include:  President, Young Banker Division of South Carolina Bankers Association; 
Chairman, South Carolina Bankers School; President, South Carolina Association of Independent Banks; Director, Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, 
Virginia; Director, South Carolina Bankers Association; Director, Business Development Corporation of South Carolina; and Chairman, South Carolina 
Advisory Board of Centura Bank.  He received the Independent Banker of the Year Award for 1997.

 His public service spans more than 50 years of distinguished and dedicated service and leadership, including:  Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
Camden Military Academy; Chairman of the Board of Florence School District #4; Chairman, Florence Darlington Technical College; President of Church 
Council, St. Luke Lutheran Church; Trustee, South Carolina Technical and Comprehensive Education Board; Trustee, Florence Museum; and recipient 
of the Patrons Award, South Carolina Watercolor Society and Annual Award from the Friends of the Florence Museum.  He has also been a member of 
the Florence and Timmonsville Rotary Club and the Florence Symphony Orchestra Board.

 Mr. Scarborough has been married to his wife, Jo Fender Scarborough, for over 60 years and they have one son, three daughters, eight grandchil-
dren and four great-grandchildren.  Their grandson, Jeffrey Banks Levine graduated from CMA in 1991 and their grandson, Andrew Hemphill, graduated 
in 2004.  Currently, Banks’ great grandson, Jacob Levine, enrolled in CMA’s 8th grade middle school program.

 Mr. Scarborough received the Distinguished Alumni Award in 1997. The dedication of the Scarborough Barracks, known as Bravo Company, 
took place on October 5th, 2002, as a tribute to his dedicated service and leadership to Camden Military Academy for more than 32 years; and the past 25 
years as Chairman of the Board of Trustees reflects great credit on himself, Camden Military Academy, the state of South Carolina, and the United States 
of America.  He and Mrs. Scarborough’s generosity will also forever be remembered as he made another mark on this campus by donating the beautiful 
stained window in the CMA chapel that was dedicated in 2007.

 The academy is looking forward to greater things and a brighter future as it is honored with the presence of such a great gentleman.  He has been 
an ideal protégé for Cam Walters through the years.

Cam was born February 5, 1955 and started CMA in the 8th grade. After returning to public school for one year in the 10th grade, he returned to CMA 
for his junior and senior years.  He graduated from Western Carolina University with a BSBA in Economics and from the Marine Corp Platoon Leaders 
Class in 1977. (continued on page 2)
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One of the best times of our lives
By Cam Walters, CMA, 1969-73
(From Carlisle-Camden - A Centennial History)

     During the early 1970s Camden Military Academy was led by a strong group of individuals, many of whom were there when the 
school was first established in 1958. Ray White, James T. Dallas, and Bill Beckham were the backbone of the staff under Colonel Lanning 
Risher’s command and today are considered legends of the school by many a man who was molded by them. These men, along with 
several other faculty members, had grown up during the hardships of the Depression, and many had fought in our country’s battles for 
freedom from Guadalcanal to KheSan. Because they had to grow up sooner than we did, they were tough and demanding on us, not always 
easy to be around, forever insisting that we could do better—but they truly loved us and loved the opportunity to help us grow into men.  
     Our headmaster was the son of one of the most dynamic individuals any of us had ever encountered. Small in stature but a giant in 
character and personality, Colonel James F. Risher was already a legend as a South Carolina educator. He would stop by CMA on occasion, 
usually at lunch to address the cadets in the mess hall. His talks were about life and life’s experiences, what it means to be a man and a 
leader of men, and above all about the importance of spirit and faith in God. Colonel Risher was remarkable at bridging the age gap between 
himself and a cadet. He never spoke down to us and he had the wonderful ability to make us all feel good about ourselves, equal as God’s 
children, with the same opportunities to live a full life. Although he rarely came to the school in the last years of his life, his presence 
and wisdom were evident in the leadership of Lanning and his staff as well as in his effect upon those cadets whose lives he touched.  
     Many other faculty members gave their all to the cadets during this period. In addition, the school would never have made it had it not 
been for the women working on campus in those days. Deane Risher, along with Bessie Davis, saw to it that we were fed the proper diet. Mrs. 
Dallas was our librarian, as well as our banker, doling out $5.00 per week to each cadet. Mrs. Tommie Pylant served many years as our school’s 
office manager. We even had a “mom” on campus: Mrs. Andy Rose was our campus nurse as well as substitute mother. Her love and caring 
for us was real, and she nursed just about all of us from afflictions ranging from homesickness to the flu. Today, some of CMA’s alumni are 
just beginning to realize the gift these individuals gave to us. Many of us turned a corner at Camden, and they were there to see us through.  
     The cadets at Camden ran a pretty tight schedule during the weekdays. Around 6:30 a.m. a cadet bugler would sound reveille over the guard 
house PA system to start our day. Morning breakfast, “soupy,” would be followed by 45 minutes of drill on a section of the airport parking lot, 
followed by classes, then lunch and more classes until around 3:15. After classes a cadet would either report to physical training, “PT,” or the 
practice session of his sports team. Some had to march tours on the dreadful “bullring,” toting an M-l rifle with other cadets who had been 
disciplined, or “burnt,” for infractions of CMA’s code of conduct. To this day I still see cadet Mickey Faile from Lancaster, South Carolina, 
walking lap after lap around the sandy, oval-shaped path. Mickey did so with pride and dignity, for he held the title of “Bullring King” during 
his years at CMA. Supper was around 6:30, and then a mandatory study hall in our rooms until 15 minutes before taps. A cadet could not 
play his radio or TV during this period and had to ask the cadet sergeant of the guard on duty in the hallway for permission to use the latrine.  
On Friday nights a cadet, if not burdened with demerits, “hours,” was free to ride the bus to Camden. Off campus we could see the latest 
movie at the Little Theatre, gorge ourselves at the local pizza parlor, or get a date with one of the town girls. We pretty much stayed in groups 
when going downtown. The fact that the town girls liked us meant that the town boys hated us. When a town boy lost his girl to one of our 
uniformed studs, some form of retaliation would soon follow. Occasionally a town boy screaming “Bellhop!” would throw a bottle from a 
passing car at our Sunday dress parade formation. Another more direct encounter occurred one night in 1972 when a dozen or so town boys 
walked up to the airport end of Alpha barracks looking for a particular cadet. What ensued was swift and decisive as a group of cadets charged 
into the gang in what must have resembled a rebel charge at Gettysburg. 

After a first job in banking with UCB in Charlotte, he worked as a sales rep for Campbell Soup Company, then entered telecommunica-
tions with Harris/3M Company in 1985.  After managing the office of BTI, a North Carolina based telecom service provider, Cam started 
ACI Telecom in 1993, one of the first telecom carrier agencies nationwide.  He recently joined his son, Campbell, and Bryan Tankersley, in 
starting a video production company  called Dark Corner Films in Greenville, SC,  that specializes in documentaries, television commercials, 
corporate and web videos  Cam and his wife, Becky, have 4 children, Campbell, and triplet girls, Anna, Elizabeth and Sara and reside in 
Greenville, South Carolina. He is a communicant of Saint James Episcopal Church in Greenville, with service as a past vestry member and 
Senior Warden.

Cam has been recognized for his leadership and consistent support of the alumni association and Camden Military Academy dur-
ing the past 15 years.  His dedication and love for Camden as an alumnus, is exemplified by his service for four years as President of the 
Camden-Carlisle Alumni Association from 1993 to 1997 and Chairman of the Annual Reunion Committee in 1996.  His leadership service 
for Camden as a member of the Board of Trustees goes back to 1993.  During the past years, he has also attended many executive commit-
tee meetings and strategic planning retreats.  Since 1997 he was named the Chairman of the Advisory Board, in addition to his service as a 
trustee.  That responsibility was turned over to Walker Gregory, Carlisle Class of 1956, in the fall of 2008.  Mr. Gregory is the nephew 
of Carlisle’s beloved Waddy Thompson.  Walker and his wife, Yvonne, reside in Mt. Pleasant, SC.  CMA is privileged to have his support 
and leadership in his new role.

(continued from page 1)
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     On Saturday mornings we had inspection, either on the parade ground or in the barracks. This was the time we had to look our 
best. The barracks and our rooms had to be perfect, our rifles spotless, our shoes and brass shined, our gig lines straight. We all 
sported fresh Professor Brown haircuts. After inspection, our Saturday afternoons were free until supper and then we returned to 
study hall on Saturday nights. On Sunday mornings we attended the church of our choice, which gave us some interaction with the 
more peaceful residents of Camden. On any given Sunday afternoon a cadet could be returning from a weekend furlough or just 
taking it easy on campus. Our dress parade was at 4:00 on Sunday afternoons and was usually attended by a collection of parents, 
friends and girlfriends. It was always amusing to watch unsuspecting spectators of this event jump at the report of the cannon during 
our ceremony. A cadet enjoyed free time again on Sunday evenings, usually shooting pool or shooting baskets or just watching TV.  
      Guard duty was assigned to cadets on a daily basis. The cadet officer of the day was in charge of the corps for a 24-hour period, 
strolling the campus and the barracks, checking on the sergeant of the guard stationed in each of the four companies. Night guard duty 
was the least popular duty on campus. Two cadets would be stationed in the guard house for two-hour intervals from taps until 6:00 a.m.  
     Our cadet corps was made up of individuals from all over the country, as well as many parts of the world. The diversity of cultures 
and personalities made for a unique group of students compared to schools back home. Our soccer team was coached by a CMA 
graduate, Gerd Becker, a German and former collegiate player at the University of Tennessee. Some of Captain Becker’s players 
were cadets from Panama and Guatemala, and had played soccer since birth. Needless to say, we never had any problems with 
our opponents on the soccer field, plus the rest of us learned the game of soccer and learned a bit of German and Spanish as well.  
     There were some really strong teams, as well as athletes, at CMA in the early 1970s. The football team, coached by Captains Dozier and 
Kazor, was not a conference member and therefore was often scheduled with larger schools with a greater talent pool of players. Cheraw 
High, Boiling Springs High, and Cowpens High were all 2-A and 3-A schools at the time, and typical opponents on our schedule. Although 
outsized, we usually were hard hitting and a tough opponent. One game on our 1972 schedule included the state 1-A champion, Lockhart 
High School. That Friday night in Lockhart, I discovered that my blocking assignment was 6-5” 280-pound town hero Mickey Sims, later a 
standout at South Carolina State and the NFL’s Cleveland Browns. Our tight end, Dick McKinnon, and I double-blocked Sims on just about 
every play and managed to hold him to just one sack of quarterback Barry Tanner. Our biggest rivalry and last game of the season was 
always against our brothers at Carlisle. They traveled to Camden in 1971 and we trounced them 44-0. At the end of that game, I remember 
the victory lap we ran behind Dennis Bivens carrying the Carlisle-Camden football trophy in the air before the Carlisle and Camden cadets.  
     A player for the Spartans in the early 1970s was Jeff Washington, the first black cadet to attend CMA. Jeff was a standout student, 
leader and athlete at CMA, attending West Point after graduation. Jeff ’s cousin, Charlie Fielder, also attended CMA and was one 
of the fastest sprinters in the state. CMA had a reputation of having a top track program under the coaching of Van Webber. Under 
Captain Webber, state recognition was achieved by Marshall Fowler in the high hurdles, Doug Dills in the discus, and Max Fine in the 
100-yard dash. The 1972 and 1973 baseball teams, coached by Steve Kazor, later to become an NFL assistant coach, accomplished 
a 34-1 record over the two-year period. Our basketball teams over the same period were led by the great play of Barry Tanner. Other 
all-round athletes during this time were Glenn Ribelin, Skip Harley, Walter Anderson, Mike Buckley, Ray Hobby, Dewey Trantham, 
Mike Couch, Donald Shapiro, Travis Casey, Russell Dickerson, Steve Stickland, Stan Mabry, and Buddy Ivey, just to name a few.  
     Many other activities were also available to cadets, including the rifle and drill teams. Our band, under the direction of Major Joe Parsons, 
along with the drill team, would perform in several area Christmas parades each year. Our rifle teams always performed well in competition. A 
cadet had plenty to do in those days other than his studies and his duty. Some of the best times were in just being teenagers and cutting up together. 
Cadets could play some of the most hilarious jokes and pranks on each other, as well as on the faculty. In the fall of 1971, Cadet Ralph Hempton 
decided it was time for the students to have a revolution—as in Bolshevik—against the school administration. Ralph was calling for more free 
time, longer hair, and fewer restrictions and military inspections. For several weeks pamphlets were handed out and meetings were held. Then 
one day the hammer fell when Colonel White and Colonel Beckham discovered some of our propaganda. Colonel Risher immediately herded us 
all into the mess hall to inform us of what was what at Camden Military Academy. I’m sure Risher, White, and Beckham got a big laugh after 
reviewing some of our plans. To document all of these capers would require the efforts of a Tolstoy, and then he would not get all of the facts 
straight. These stories are best told by graying former cadets, including actual participants and witnesses, at Carlisle and Camden reunions.  
     Many of us today look back on our time at CMA as one of the best in our lives. Back then we didn’t speak much about the advantage 
Camden was providing us. At times, like most teenagers, we would complain about the regimentation or the restrictions. But most of 
us knew that the experience was planting a seed of self-discipline and self-reliance within us. One of the cadets of the Class of 1973, 
Verne Packer, knew the advantage. After completing his eighth and ninth grades at CMA, he returned to his home high school, only 
to return to CMA his senior year, paying his own tuition from money earned on summer jobs. Most of the CMA students during these 
years have gone on to become husbands and fathers and leaders in all kinds of occupations and careers, both civilian and military. 
One thing that they all have in common is the fact that none have ever experienced anything quite like Camden Military Academy.  
     Today Cam owns a telecommunications business in Greenville and is chairman of the Academy’s advisory board. (This excerpt is from 
the Carlisle & Camden Centennial History book, copyright 1998 by CMA)
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To All Our Bugle Readers,
From Glenda Porter
Annual Fund Coordinator
 We hope that you have been blessed with good health and good fortune as we come to the close of 2009.  I want to take this opportunity to thank 
all of our donors for the last fiscal year -- from the Corps Club and up to the Excalibur levels.  
 We are presently making plans for the March 5, 2010, Excalibur Banquet and the annual Headmaster’s Charity Golf Tournament scheduled for 
May 10, 2010.  If you have plans to participate in either (or both) of these events, we thought you might appreciate a gentle reminder that any contribu-
tions made before the year’s end can be taken off your 2009 taxes. If you are not familitar with these events and would like to have more information on 
them, please give us a call. Briefly, a minimal contribution of $1,000 will land you an invitation to the very elegant Excalibur Banquet. Or, a donation of 
$1,000 to the annual Charity Golf Tournament would entitle you or your company to be named a Corporate Sponsor, have your name on a large banner, 
enter a team of four, and an invitation to the banquet!
 Thanks to all of you for the support you have shown us over the years, especially in times like these when the economy has not been so kind.  To 
quote Winston Churchill, “Let our advance worrying become advance thinking and planning.” That’s not a bad philosophy to follow.
 Please come by and visit us when you get the opportunity. In the meantime, we wish you warm and wonderful holidays as you celebrate with 
family and friends.  Please keep our school and our country’s leaders in  your prayers.
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Camden Military Academy

Pave the Way...Leave Your Mark For Life!

Alumni, parents, grandparents,
friends, and businesses
Buy a brick-paver to commemorate spe-
cial occasions for you or someone spe-
cial. What better way to have a lasting
tribute on the CMA campus for a teacher,
a coach, or a TAC officer!

The Plan
We’ll have a walkway leading to the
chapel with your personal engravings on
them. For $150.00, your brick can have
up to 3 lines of wording and 20 charac-
ters per line. (You will also receive a 1-1/
2"x3"x5/8" replica for free!)

Brick Details
The bricks are 4"x 8"x2-1/4" and are en-
graved using state of the art laser tech-
nology to insure strength and durability
for many years to come.

Note
The sale and purchase of these bricks
will forever preserve your contribution to
the traditions of Camden Military Acad-
emy, Camden Academy, and Carlisle
Military School, and is tax deductible as
allowed by law. All proceeds will go to the
Annual Fund for special projects and fi-
nancial assistance.

An order form is attached for your convenience. Please copy it if you would like to order more than one brick.
If you should have any questions, please contact Glenda Porter at (800) 948-6291 or (803) 432-6001, or via
email at development@camdenmilitary.com.

BILL HAMILTON
CMS CLASS OF ‘40
BRONZE STAR WWII

CAMDEN ACADEMY
FOOTBALL CHAMPS ‘53
COACH BILLY SIEGLER

JIM CARLISLE SHELLEY
CMA CLASS OF 1982

TANGENT DEVELOPMENT

LTC BILL BECKHAM
CMA FACULTY

1958-1983

COL JAMES F. RISHER
PRESIDENT

CARLISLE & CAMDEN

CMA SOCCER CHAMPS
UNDEFEATED IN 2008

THANKS COACH HEWITT

COL T. F. GARNER
CAMDEN ACADEMY

1950-1954

OGDEN BABSON
CAMDEN ACADEMY

CLASS OF 1952

BANKS SCARBOROUGH
CARLISLE

CLASS OF 1945

COL LANNING RISHER
HEADMASTER
CMA 1958-1995
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BRICK CAMPAIGN ORDER FORM

Your name will be prominently displayed for years to come and for generations to enjoy.  Your engraved brick will
become an integral part of our campus history and a testament to the support from alumni, parents, friends, and
grandparents of Carlisle Military School, Camden Academy, and Camden Military Academy.

Each brick is $150.00.  You will also receive a duplicate miniature brick at no cost.  For additional brick
orders, please make a copy of this form.

Donor name(s) ___________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip__________________________________________________
Phone_________________________________________________________
Email________________________________________________________________

_____Check included (make payable to CMA)   _____________Amount enclosed

_____Credit Card – MasterCard/Visa/American Express (circle one)
           Credit Card #_________________________________________ (ID Code on Back of Card)_________
           Exp. Date____________________________________________
           Signature (required)_____________________________________
           Total gift for brick campaign_______________________________

Please print brick text, using one character or space per block, ALL CAPITALS.
You can use 3 lines, a max of 20 characters per line, including spaces and punctuations.

Payment is due before orders will be processed.  Please send payment along with order form to:

Camden Military Academy
520 US Hwy 1 North
Camden, SC  29020

Thank you for your generosity!
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The 2009 Spartan Challenge was held in September as each company competed against each other for the second 
annual event.  Bragging rights for the company who tallied the most points in eighteen event challenges for first place 
belong to Charlie Company this year, followed by Bravo, Alpha, Delta, and Band & Staff Companies. The competition 
actually starts more than a week ahead with the assignment of designing their own company T-shirts which are printed for 
the daylong events.  (Band & Staff had the most points for their T-shirt design.)

A company flag contest was also a prerequisite  
before the day of activities.  Bravo Company’s 
flag received the most points and made its 
grand entrance onto the parade field along with 
their mascot (pictured right).  Throughout the 
competition each company’s main goals of  
winning were dependent on teamwork.   
Examples pictured below were called the  

Egyptian Sled event, as well as the Brick  
Challenge (won by Alpha Company) and the 
Centipede Walk.  Delta Company excelled in 
the Raft Challenge, Academic Challenge and 
Beam Walk. The day’s events were fun-filled 
and ended with a steak dinner, awards,  
speaker, and dancing. 
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SEND US YOUR NOMINEES FOR ALUMNI AWARDS
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

CMA SERVICE AWARD
ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

(Also send us any personal updates on you and your family)
Please note, also, we can help you with orders for copies of

diplomas and class rings from Jostens
Contact Diane Robinson at 800/948-6291

or visit www.camdenmilitary.com 

CMA Loses Two Former Faculty and Staff Members
The CMA alumni family lost alumnus and former teacher, 

Jeffery Evan “Van” Webber in March 2009 from an accident.  He 
fell from the roof of a motor home as he was making repairs. After 
remaining in a coma, in the Danville Regional Medical Center, “he 
went to be with his Lord and Savior,” his son, Tracy Webber  
informed friends.

Van was a member of the class of 1961.  He was an active 
alumnus and attended many homecoming events, as well as re-

unions (pictured left at the 2004 
Camden reunion.) He was asked to 
write his testimony for the Carlisle 
& Camden - A Centennial History 
that was compiled and written by  
Lachicotte Zemp and published in 
1998.  While  his father was a  
businessman and through the years 
made wise investments, Van felt that 
the best one his father had ever made 
was his enrollment at Camden  

Military Academy.  When he graduated from CMA, he had never 
thought about going into education until his senior year at college.  
He wrote Colonel (Lanning) Risher a letter expressing his desire 
to return to Camden to teach.  “Colonel Risher responded with the 
first and only telegram I ever received, saying that he had an open-
ing, but I would have to be willing to do this and this and this.  I did 
not care what I had to do; I knew I could do it--such are dreams of a 
twenty-two year old. I would be the first Camden Military Academy  
graduate to return to teach, but I knew I was ready.”

He taught and coached at Camden for the first six years of his 
professional life under the wings of Bill Beckham, Terry Dukes, 
James Dallas and Colonel Risher.

He also stated, “I will always be thankful for the foresight my 
parents had to enroll me at Camden.  It was a great decision. I will 
always be thankful that Camden gave me a chance to begin build-
ing a foundation in maturity, responsibility, and education.  It has 
taken me a long way in living a very contented life.”

LTC Paul Edmund Cook, Jr., former TAC officer at CMA,  
passed away in October 2009.  He served his nation faithfully in the 
U.S. Army 82nd Airborne. He served two tours during the Vietnam 
conflict and his last active duty service was in Washington, DC 
with the Pentagon. He was the recipient of two 
Purple Heart Medals, Silver Star Medal, Bronze 
Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
two Air Medals, Army Commendation Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, seven  
Vietnam Service Medals, the Army Service 
Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon,  Republic of 
Vietnam Campaign Medal, and the Vietnamese 
Cross of Gallantry with Bronze Star. He  
attended Kansas City University and later 
received a Masters Degree from Wake Forest University.  Follow-
ing his retirement from the service, he was employed at Camden 
Military Academy for seventeen years.  While at CMA, he had an 
influence on so many young men who not only learned from him, 
but admired him as a leader and mentor.

Boys Seeing Themselves As Others See Them
(An excerpt from the Carlisle Military School Catalog of General 
Information)

Young people are not making failures in school, college 
and in life today because of lack of mental ability or common 
knowledge, but because of the lack of the thing which we call 
discipline. Discipline to the average person means submis-
siveness to authority or unquestioning obedience to rules or 
commands.

These may be attributes of discipline, but not its true 
meaning. Discipline in its deeper sense is innate self-control 
which enables a person to deny himself something today for 
something better tomorrow. It develops in a person the  
cardinal virtues of temperance prudence, fortitude and a high 
sense of honor and justice. The possession of these qualities 
will enable a person to adjust himself to changing conditions 
and to meet emergencies in life. Obedience to rules and  
regulations is not discipline within itself, but it is a very  
common means of attaining and developing the quality which 
we call discipline. For instance, a soldier is not drilled to make 
him fight, but he is drilled in order that he might be kept from 
fighting until he can fight effectively and so it is with any other 
person. He must follow certain rules of conduct, go through 
certain routine in order that he may develop the self-control 
necessary for success in life.

Self control is dependent in large measure upon self  
analysis. One must see himself as others see him in order to 
be able to judge how nearly he conforms to correct rules of 
conduct or to adjust himself to conditions in life. Often in 
choosing vocations, students will follow fads, sudden impulses, 
imprudent advice, or the selfish desire to take a short cut to 
success rather than analyze their own talents or fitness.

At Carlisle (and CMA today) a distinct effort is made to 
help every student attain a reasonable degree of power or 
ability to analyze himself in order that he may be able to see 
his own talents and the opportunities which life presents to 
him, and that he may obtain that degree of inspiration which 
will make him willing to sacrifice and work to attain the true 
measure of success in whatever field he may be honestly called 
to serve.

A sincere effort is also made to get every student to  
realize that success in life depends not only on choosing the 
work for which he is fitted, but in grasping the opportunities 
that are presented day by day. As much stress as may be put 
upon the matter of vocational guidance and training, it is a 
fact that thousands of students are unable to look out on the 
shifting scenes of life and tell just where they can fit in. We do 
believe, however, that any young man who is willing to grasp 
the opportunities for service that come to him day by day, and 
who will have a profound trust in the fact that there is a Power 
greater than ours ruling and guiding the destinies of men, will 
find his place in life.
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Stan Mabry, CMA’74, State Jiu-Jitsu Champion

     Stan Mabry (shown left in above picture) of Stanford Fine 
Art in Nashville, TN recently competed in the Tennessee State 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Championships, where he won 1st place in 
his division and was named a State Champion.  Competing in 
the master’s gi division, 35 years of age and over and weighing 
between 161-185 lbs., Stan, age 53, credits his instructor and 
coach, Jeremy Akin of Evolution Jiu-Jitsu in Nashville with his 
success.  After coming off 1st place wins at the North Ameri-
can Grappling Association Tournament of Georgia in June and 
the North American Grappling Association Tournament of the 
Southeast in September, Stan was looking forward to the State 
Championships that are held in October.
     Stan was the Battalion Commander for the 1974 Corps of 
Cadets at CMA and is currently on its Board of Trustees, having 
served on the CMA Advisory Board.  CMA gives credit to Stan 
for his efforts in remodeling the Cline Library, as well as the 
entrance to the dining hall.  He continues to support CMA with 
pictures and historical documents.

Bicyclist pedaling to buy defibrillators

by Liv Osby, Health Writer
GreenvilleOnline.com

(The following article was written on May 13, 2009)
     A year ago, Ron Vergnolle (CMA’87) collapsed from a 
sudden cardiac arrest, but was revived with an automatic 
external defibrillator.
     Today, he begins a bicycle ride across the state to 
raise money to buy AEDs so more people have a chance to 
survive.  “Over 300,000 people die a year from sudden 
cardiac arrest,” said Vergnolle, of Greenville. “Many more 
could be saved if there were more AEDs available.”
     The 40-year old real estate developer and father of 
three was always healthy and active, says his wife, Britt. 
In fact, he had jogged to the gym for a workout the day 
his heart stopped.  “If he had had the cardiac arrest on 
the bike in Cleveland Park, things would’ve been much 
different,” she says. “The fact that it happened 10 feet from 
an AED was truly a miracle.”
     Since that day, Vergnolle underwent bypass surgery and 
also had a defibrillator implanted in his chest.  And he’s 
cycling more than ever, using the round trip from Greenville 
to Caesars Head as his training route, logging 1,300 miles 
since Christmas.
     “When it happened, it was such a shock I decided I’d 
try to mark the anniversary with a big ride,” he says. “The 
time has come.”
     The 274-mile ride from Caesar’s Head to Edisto will take 
Vergnolle three days. Britt and the children will follow in 
the car. And once at the beach, the family will “celebrate 
life.”
     Vergnolle isn’t sure how much this inaugural ride will 
raise, but all the money donated to the Sudden Cardiac 
Arrest Association’s local chapter will go to buy AEDs for 
Greenville. And he would like to see them in every govern-
ment building and commercial establishment with 50 or 
more occupants and required just like sprinkler systems.
     Portable AEDs prompt a user to restore normal rhythm 
by shocking someone who’s suffered sudden cardiac 
arrest.  According to Dr. Donald S. Rubenstein, director 
of clinical research at Greenville Hospital System’s Heart 
Institute, only about 5 percent of patients survive cardiac 
arrest without AEDs and CPR because of lack of oxygen to 
the brain.  The American Heart Association supports AEDs 
in public areas such as sports arenas, office complexes, 
and shopping malls.
     “They’re extremely safe to use,” Vergnolle says. “Once 
you open the case, it tells you exactly how to use it.”
     Britt Vergnolle says the ride started out as a per- 
sonal challenge for her husband, but that they decided they 
could help other people as well as raising money for AEDs. 
“It changed our lives forever, but we’re trying to make it a 
positive,” she says. “We want to make sure someone else’s 
husband or mother or child is as lucky as he was.”

Julio DeLaGuardia, CMA 1989, Ambassador of Panama

On November 11, 2009, His Excellency Mr. Julio De La Guardia Arrocha,  
Ambassador of Panama, presented the Letters of Credence to Her  
Excellency Mrs. Pratibha Devisingh Patil, President of the Republic of India, 
accrediting H.E. Mr. Julio De La Guardia Arrocha, as the Ambassador  
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Panama to the  
Republic of India. The presentation took place in the “Rashtrapati Bhawan,” 
the President’s house. Mrs. Maria Eugenia Aleman de Del La Guardia, wife 
of the Ambassador of Panama, also attended the ceremony.
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James Bernard Heaton, Sr., Jacksonville, FL, CMS’47
Raymond Lewis Parsons, Wellington, FL, CMS’47

Billye Dean Williams, Savannah, GA, CMS’50
James Blair Baradel, Pasadena, MD, CMS’51

John Godwin Hemminger, Charleston, SC, CMS’51
James Lee McCredie, Spartanburg, SC, CMS’51

Clarence Lamar Coleman, Murfreesboro, TN, CMS’52
Ron C. Flaherty, Prosperity, SC, CA’52

Roland Malene Crawford, Pickens, SC, CMS’55
Richard Arthur Austin, Kiawah Island, SC, CMS’56

Thomas Brown, Simi Valley, CA, CMS’58
Charles Larry Rykard, Waynesville, GA, CMS’58

Jeffrey E. Webber, Chatham, VA, CMA’61
Milton Greer Simmons, Hemingway, SC, CMS’61
James Alton Miller, N. Myrtle Beach, SC, CMA’62

James Arthur Wilson, Damascus, VA, CMA’64
Harry L. Hobbs, Moncks Corner, SC CMS’65

Calvin A. Lollis, Greenville, SC, CMA’65
Eugene Carson Funderburke, Jr., Conway, SC, CMA’70

Michael Abram Craddock, Charlotte, NC, CMA’71
James Stephen Day, W. Columbia, SC, CMA’71
Glenn Scott Chancer, Jamesville, NY, CMS’73

John David Chapman, Easley, SC, CMA’03

PASS IN REVIEW
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Barton W. Chabot, CMS’57, writes to thank CMA for all of the consider-
ations to CMS alumni (during the April ‘09 reunion). “A month passes and 
reflections continue as the years add up making us relish each visit with 
old friends. A special thanks to Lanning and Deane for being part of this 
ongoing tradition. Thank you all.”
Sam Calloway, CMS’57, wrote that he could relate to former Battalion 
Commander Kitts in the last issue. Referring to his view on things vs. the 
view that his friends had when he went home on break from CMS. For the 
most part the graduate realizes how much the year(s) meant by his goals 
and achievements in life and what hurdles he has to go through to achieve 
success. “Whatever CMA is doing I am sure the cadets are being led down 
the right road.”
Grover Shuler, CMS’63, has been dealing with walking pneumonia dur-
ing the summer months and then developed “psuedomonas, that is a strain 
that you don’t want.” Has had respiratory therapy. In September visited 
pathologists at MUSC who have no idea what is in his lungs...no cancer, 
infection, or bacteria. Although he told them it was sawdust, he’s now their 
“mystery man.”
Bruce C. Phillips, CMA’67, writes the following, “What a difference a year 
made for me in attending Camden in 1966-1967. I was living proof that 
behaviors and choices can adversely affect your life. The year of adjusting 
my attitude, discipline and study habits have served me well over these 
many years since. Since graduating from CMA, I had a 6-year career with 
a regional airline in passenger service and have been in the Real Estate 
business now for 35 years, owning my own brokerage for 32 of those years. 
I often reflect on the impact Camden had on my life and do recommend it 
to parents who have children who may benefit from Camden’s mission and 
goals.”
Gregory Mark Mancini, CMA’70, called with news of Van Webber’s
accidental death.  He had great admiration for him as a teacher.
William Van Fisher, CMA’73, is semi-retired after working for Sprint. He 
is now in consulting work.
Thomas Rambo, CMA’73, still works for the highway department; he 
enjoyed homecoming and would like to hear from his classmates. Give him 
a call at 864-229-2018 in Greenwood, SC.
Harold James Barfield, II, CMA’81, has phoned in and stopped by the 
campus recently. He has wonderful memories of CMA and will forever be 
grateful for the lessons of character learned at CMA. Will always remember 
Colonel Risher’s quote about the creator and the days of your youth. The 
lessons learned helped him through a very difficult time in his life.
Paul R. Tamburrino, CMA’85, graduated from The Citadel in 1989. He 
served in the Army for about 13 years, mostly in the Reserves, as an Armor 
and Special Ops Officer. He left as a Major and lives in his hometown of 
Miami and has raised 2 wonderful young men, most of that time as a single 
father. Matthew is almost 20 and a sophomore at The Citadel. Conner is 
15 and a sophomore in high school. He remarried a couple of months ago 
to Cristina who has a 17 yr old daughter. After years as Director of Labor 
Management for American Express, he got tired of overseas travel and is 
now the General Manager of a large insurance agency in Miami.  Since 
writing in he has visited the campus for the first time since graduating and 
thought the campus looked great.
Major Rodney Scott Patterson, CMA’86, stopped by the campus for a 
visit with Colonel Boland, Will Rice, David Green among others. He talked 
about the good times and the lessons learned that have helped throughout 
his life. He’s a pilot with American Airlines and partner with Aero Group. He’s 
married and has a 3-yr old and 5-yr old. He’s hoping that he can help CMA’s 
Civil Air Patrol program.
Joseph C. Goethe, CMA’93, stopped by to see the campus and visit with 
faculty and staff members. Talked about the good old days. As he toured 
the campus, he ran across his former teacher, Greg Simonson, and said 
that Greg looked like he did when he was a cadet and now he looks like his 
former teacher.  He currently works for DOT.
Bradley A. Blazek, CMA’99, retired from the Army due to injuries of the 
war. He’s going to continue to volunteer at the post and the hospital with 
other wounded warriors and aid in their recovery. He says that he found that

it helps to have someone there who has been through the process there 
with them to help out.  “I mean now that I am being retired, what else 
am I gonna do, haha.”
Alvin W. Hardin, CMA’02, is married with a 15 month old son named 
Carter Riley. He graduated from Dekalb Technical College in 2006 with 
Associates Degree in Marketing Management. He also took paralegal 
courses through UGA and earned his Paralegal Certificate. Currently 
working for a law firm and his wife is an LPN at Saturn Pediatrics in 
Snellville, GA.
James R. Pope, CMA’02, works for AT&T Corporate office in Florence, 
SC. He has heard about the changes on campus and hopes to visit soon. 
Asked about CSM Martain.
Jacob M. Chandler, CMA’03, still in Iraq (August) doing missions every 
day. Iraq is not a fun place...it’s hot always 115+. “I am on the road most 
of my day so I do most of my missions at night. I am a gunner on an ASV 
or MRAP, the new vehicles of the military. I am in charge of the 50 cal and 
the mark19 on one of my gun trucks and the 240 on the other depending 
on the mission at task. My family is good. I have 2 wonderful kids and a 
wonderful wife. Everyday is a new challenge, but I take what I learned 
from CMA and put it towards life and realize there is nothing a man 
cannot do when he puts his mind and heart towards it. Tell everyone at 
CMA hello...Armstrong, Martain, and Irtenkauf thank you for everything. 
Send email to jacob.m.chandler@us.army.mil”
David J. Laggis, CMA’03, has been living in Busan, South Korea teach-
ing English to elementary school kids for the last year and loves it. While 
there, he’s been able to travel all over...the Phillipines, Jeju Island, Seoul, 
and lots of cities in S. Korea. When his contract ends in September he’s 
going on a 3-month tour of SE Asia. His proud Mom hopes to see him at 
Christmas and encourages him to travel while he’s still young. Without 
the time spent at Camden, this adventure may not have been possible.
Benjamin Grant Harper, CMA’05, attended Amarillo College for their 
2-yr program, majoring in physical therapy. He married in April 2009.
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From the first day of registration, cadets 
start marching (top right); practice on the 
parade field in the early mornings before 
class (lower right) until the 1st dress 
parade as the battalion staff members 
inspect the Corps of Cadets.


