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(continued from page 20)

Here’s the Alma Mater I promised you:

The Carlisle Military School Alma Mater is sung to a mel-
ody titled Annie Lisle, a ballad that first appeared around 
1857 written by Boston, Massachusetts songwriter, H. S. 
Thompson and first published by Moulton & Clark of New-
buryport, Massachusetts, and later by Oliver Ditson & Co. 
Over 150 colleges used the tune for their Alma Mater in-
cluding The Citadel, until they changed to a different tune 
and words in 1943. 
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Hail to thee our dear old Carlisle, CMS all hail.

Al Walker, CSP, CPAE is a speaker, trainer, consultant, and 
author who works with organizations to help their people 
be more productive, more creative, and to enjoy the jour-
ney.  He is a 1965 graduate of Carlisle Military School and 
a 1969 graduate of The University of South Carolina. Al can 
be reached at al@alwalker.com or at (803) 413-8080. 

Al is shown with his 
wife, Margaret, at 
the 2020 Excalibur 
Society Dinner in 
March. Al is also a 
member of the CMA 
Board of Trustees.

More Memories of CMS

Life at Carlisle Military -- 
   It was the early to mid-1970’s, Vietnam was raging, the 
military draft was active. Some of us were thinking of college, 
others a military college and others, going to war right after 
graduation. I was one of the few, the proud, the Northerners 
who attended Carlisle during that time. At the time I attended 
I believe I was one of 5 students from the north. It was a com-
plete cultural shock. I was raised in the inner city of Chicago 
in an Italian family; I didn’t know what a ‘grit’ was. I soon 
found out it was a breakfast staple in the South. The discipline 
was another adjustment but over time, like anything else, you 
grow into it and accept it. 
   The time spent at Carlisle was truly life altering in many 
ways. I made lifelong friends and we are still in touch to this 
day. I found a calling and dedication to my ‘brothers’ and 
sense of pride and accomplishment. We didn’t just graduate 
from High School, we graduated into Man-Hood. We lived 
together, ate together, played sports together and socialized 
together-every single day. When I couldn’t get home for Holi-
days or long weekends, I always had a place to go to, with one 
of my ‘brothers’. The openness and friendliness of Southern 
Hospitality is not a myth and it was much greater and pro-
found than can be imagined. The South was now my home 
and no matter where my life took me my true home is in the 
South and that feeling was because of Carlisle. 
   In 2015 a small group of us met at Camden for Homecom-
ing. It was my first trip there since the 1970’s. Once again, the 
hospitality was overwhelming. I wrote a note on the Camden 
Facebook page and I would like to state some excerpts from 
that post which really meets the point of 'Life at Carlisle': “I 
am sure I can speak for all of us in attendance that we were 
proud and honored to be part of the Camden Homecoming 
(2015). You provided us with a regained sense of pride and we 
were treated with more respect and kindness than we deserve. 
The cadets were truly amazing and many came up to speak 
with us and ask questions about the ‘old days’ and took the 
time to answer our questions about life at Camden now. Mrs. 
Robinson asked DeWayne Lee (CMS ‘76) and I (Rob Noble 
CMS ‘76) how we felt about not having a school to go back 
to. We both did not hesitate a second to answer and we said 
we do have a school and it is Camden Military Academy.”     
“To the cadets at CMA… Be proud of what you are learn-
ing and what you are accomplishing. Life is not easy and the 
skills, the tradition, the integrity, the honor, the comaraderie, 
the discipline and the education you are gaining will give you 
an advantage in life. 
   As you see on various weekends about campus, former 
graduates are always around. We are not there to relive our 
youth, but to pay our respects for lessons and the opportuni-
ties that Carlisle and Camden have given us. For many of us 
our time at CMS and CMA was life changing. It altered our 
paths in life for the better and taught us what tradition, honor 
and integrity truly means; a lesson that the majority of us have 
carried with us for decades.” “You are part of a brotherhood 
that is deeper than you realize. You are part of a brotherhood 
that will continue on for generations and you will look at your 
class ring years down the road and remember what it means 
to be part of something much larger than yourself. In closing, 
remember this: you will have different experiences at Cam-
den Military Academy even though you all went through the 
exact same thing, embrace it.” Robert (Bobby) Noble, Car-
lisle Class of 1976

Shown left  
are Bobby 
Noble and 
his wife, 
Lisa, De-
Wayne and 
Maja-Lisa 
Lee. They 
met in Ohio 
to celebrate  
Bobby and 
Lisa’s wed-
ding anni-
versary.
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(Continued from page 24)
Wendell Wojack, Miami, Florida “National History Day was 
overall a great and very interesting project. We even got to talk 
on the phone with Charles Bolden! Not just that, but we also 
met Eric McNair and Carl McNair over the phone. We got to 
go to cool places like the Challenger Center. Traveling to Lake 
City was a long drive, but we even got to meet Clyde Bess at 
the library in Lake City, who went to school with Ron McNair. 
He said even though he was a senior, and Ron McNair was a 
sophomore, they had the same class together because Ron was 
smart enough to take it. He said Ron was very smart and always 
asking questions.
   “On the way to performing, I was nervous, but once I got on 
stage I was confident and did well. We had even bombarded 
the judges with so many facts and questions it went on for 10 
minutes. We then took all our props and stood waiting for a 
bit. Afterwards we went to the awards ceremony where we sat 
and waited until they were calling the awards. Eventually, they 
called our name and we went up and got our medals, meaning 
we advanced to state’s. I learned a lot; before this, I didn’t even 
know who any of them were. I learned the struggles that they 
had to go through and the barriers they broke. Most importantly 
I learned to never give up and always keep trying no matter 
what.
   “I was on my phone and I got a text. I opened it and it was 
from my dad saying that we won the NHD state contest. I felt so 
happy and relieved because now I know that all the hard work 
we put into this project has paid off. I’ve learned a lot through 
this project and have discovered that only failure, hard work, 
determination, and the love of what you’re doing is the key to 
success. It was unfortunate that the physical state’s contest was 
cancelled and we had to submit a virtual performance, but it 
still taught me, not only about African-American history, but 
life lessons.” 
Maddox Brown, Longmont, Colorado   “My experience with 
winning the National History Day State contest was amazing. 
It was tough and took a lot of hard work and determination. I 
was disappointed because we had to do a virtual version of our 
performance and didn’t get to actually go to the contest. This 
was an amazing learning experience for the other cadets and 
me because we got to do things that a very select number of 
cadets and students get to experience. My favorite part of being 
able to participate in the NHD contest was getting to spend time 
with people that I am good friends with now. It was fun being 
able to go off campus, see awesome things and meet amazing 
people. If it weren’t for LTC Heflin and Mrs. Thaxton, none of 
this would’ve been possible. Many cadets, including myself, are 
giving huge thanks to these people.
   “My National History Day experience was amazing and some-
thing that I will never forget. It had been an amazing experience 
because of the people that I grew very close to and made not 
only my own, but many other peoples’ experiences with NHD 

something special. Our group wasn’t very promising at first 
but after lots of time, hard work and determination, we pushed 
through a lot of barriers and accomplished what needed to be 
accomplished. I hope in future years that the bond that has been 
created between our group will never separate.”
Andrew Tucker, Palmyra, New Jersey “Participating in Na-
tional History Day was a very fun experience. I learned a lot 
about the struggle of growing up in the South. I also learned a 
lot about some very important people, Ronald McNair, Guion 
Bluford, and Charles Bolden. Our group went to many different 
places to find information on these three astronauts. We went 
to Columbia in South Carolina to Charles Bolden’s home from 
when he was a kid. At first I was a little hesitant, but we got to 
speak with Charles Bolden’s brother and he told us that Charles 
was very interested in science and math. We also went to the 
very same library that Ron McNair checked out books from as a 
kid. This was not easy for Ron to do because at the time segre-
gation was still present in society, but even then, he didn’t back 
down; he stood up for himself and got on a table in the library 
and demanded the book. Guion Bluford, or Guy Bluford was the 
very first black astronaut and showed the world that you can do 
anything if you try hard. Ronald McNair, Guion Bluford, and 
Charles Bolden are three people that I’ll never forget.
“Winning the NHD state contest was an amazing but different 
experience. Especially, because it shows how much hard work 
and determination that we put into this project. It was harder 
for me because I had to leave campus and go home. Although I 
left, it was still an amazing experience and taught me a lot about 
African American history and what it was like to grow up in the 
deep segregated South as a young boy. “

Camden Military Academy (CMA) cadet Maddox Brown (left, 
in chair) is interviewed by fellow cadets Xavier Hudgins (sec-
ond to right) and Andrew Tucker (far right) during CMA’s vir-
tual National History Day 2020 presentation earlier this year.
The cadets, including John Simmons and Wendell Wojak, won 
first place for focusing on African American astronauts who 
rose “above the segregated South to break barriers in astronau-
tical history.”

Published in the Chronicle Independent, May 29, 2020 
Martin Cahn

THE CARLISLE INFLUENCE 
By Sam P. Calloway, Jr., Carlisle Military School, Class 
of 1957  
    My time spent at Carlisle Military School had
a great influence on how I spent the rest of my life. 
    The discipline in the drill ceremonies, classes on 
military training, and of course, the day to day military 
routine at Carlisle definitely influenced the way I con-
ducted myself thereafter.  
    In the business world my approach to daily routines 

and the fact that I planned how I would achieve positive 
results on each task before me, came to fruition due to 
the training at Carlisle. 
    The discipline routine was also a part of my approach 
to daily schedules at home. 
    In summation, I have found that my Carlisle experi-
ence has been an asset throughout my life simply be-
cause it influenced the way I chose to live it.
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PASS IN REVIEW

                                    PASSED AWAY

Henry Porter Moore, Jr., Pawleys Island, SC, CMS’42
William Harold Simmons, Cayce, SC, CMS’46

Birnie S. Wallace, Yucaipa, CA, CMS’47
Robert Hugh Ingram, Greensboro, NC, CMS’50

Bobby Lee Curry, Mt. Pleasant, SC, CMS’51
 Charles Daniel McNeil, Charlotte, NC, CMS’53

James L. Stoller, Norway, SC, CMS’53
Luther Willard Worrell, W. Columbia, SC, CMS’54
Rev. H. Thomas Swilley, Myrtle Beach, SC, CMS’57

Marshall Rogers Toole, Augusta, GA, CMS’58
John Richard Sutton, Sr., Candler, NC, CMA’59

James Paul Crown, Suwannee, FL, CMS’61
Michael D. Hamilton, Richlands, NC, CMA’61

Robert Lemvel “Bullett” Blackwell, Fayetteville, NC, CMA’62
John Brinsdon Dotterer, Jr., Columbia, SC, CMA’62

Marvin Lee Wilchar, Jacksonville, FL, CMS’63
Ernest Bradwell Wingard, Jr., Hollywood, SC, CMS’63

Gene Turner Johnson, Bamberg, SC, CMA’65
Michael Leroy Sweat, Livingston, TX, CMS’67

Joseph E. Montgomery, Lexington, SC, CMS’71
Charles Edmund Smith, II, Midland, TX, CMS’72
Arthur P. Hanna, Jr., N. Charleston, SC, CMS’73

David Scott Welborn, West Columbia, SC, CMA’83
Major Rodney Scott Patterson, Pembroke Pines, FL, CMA’86

Steve Christopher Godwin, Hamilton, Bermuda, CMA’88
Matthew Robert Montagna, Summerville, SC, CMA’10

Alton Adam Locklear, Lumberton, NC, CMA’11
Dantzler Read Lewin, Saint Helena Island, SC, CMA’16

Nathaniel Benjamin Sagesse, Brooklyn, NY CMA’16 
Jacob Brian Rathbun, New Smyrna Beach, FL, CMA’18

Robert Henry Cianchetti, Birmingham, AL, CMA’19

Richard Randolph Atkins, CMA’62, wished cadets a suc-
cessful year. He wishes he could be at CMA but his busy 
schedule keeps him at home and some traveling involved in 
the medical field. 10/10/19
James Heeb Moran, Jr., CMA’67, wrote back in October 
2019 that he and his wife, Kathy, are both retired. They have 
been blessed with 2 sons who are both married, 4 granddaugh-
ters, and 1 grandson.
Brandon James Miller, CMA’95, called in about some year-
books. Although he didn’t graduate, he learned a lot about 
structure and discipline since he was only in middle school. 
He currently stays in touch with former classmates and works 
for a plastic film manufacturer. He hopes to come back to 
campus to see all the changes.
Roy W. Smith, II, CMA’99, sends in an email to wish CMA 
well. He enjoys The Bugle and reads it front to back and en-
joys the memories, reflection and updates that he thinks are 
great. He married his wife, Lindsay, in February 2017 on the 
oyster shell boat launch at the Bowens Island Restaurant in 
Charleston, SC. Lindsay is a high school science teacher for 
Mooresville school district. He formerly worked for Allertex 
of America from 2000-2017, but resigned and took some time 
off. In February 2018 he started with Frenzelit, Inc. Lexington 
NC. He is sales manager of the Industrial Textiles Division. 
He wishes the entire CMA family seasons greetings and pros-
perous New Year.
Erich Weber, CMA’02, was stationed Ventura Beach, CA, as 
a Navy diver with the Seabees and was going back to Japan 

and Indonesia. He’s finishing a degree in finance and married 
an opera singer  when stationed in Germany. It was quite cold 
at the time during their outdoor wedding. He will be going to 
San Antonio as an instructor in the medic school.
Joel Land, CMA’06, wrote in on a 10 year challenge. 10 
years ago 2009 “I found myself pinned underneath a truck, 
bleeding out, assured I was going to die. 10 years ago today, I 
cheated death. Over the next three years, I bounced in and out 
of operating rooms. I taught myself how to walk again (twice) 
more than that though. I learned who I was, what I was made 
of, and what mattered to me. I became the man I am today. 
I learned that my life is meaningless without service to oth-
ers, and I started my path towards becoming a physician. If 
I could turn back the clock, I wouldn’t. I am thankful for the 
second chance at life and hope never to forget the lessons I 
have learned in these past 10 years. I look forward to what the 
next 10 have in store. (Former Battalion Commander)

Jonathan Cyrus, CMA’19, has done well at The Citadel. His 
first semester was quite challenging, physically, mentally, and 
academically, but was thriving. His first semester he made all 
A’s. He received a $7,500 cyber security scholarship his first 
semester and was focused on doing his best for the duration 
as a cadet at The Citadel. No doubt that it would not have 
been possible if he had not attended CMA. Obviously CMA 
prepared him for the rigors of college, including getting a 
good education and learned good study habits. (Emailed by 
his mom October 2019)

Cam Walters, Chairman of the Board of Trustees

By the 1st of March, we were beginning to hear stories 
of COVID-19 around the country. My wife, Becky, 
and I were looking forward to gathering in Camden 
for the annual Excalibur banquet. We had heard that 
some were cancelling plans to attend for a variety of 
reasons including concerns over the Coronavirus, but 
there was still a nice crowd at the banquet. We had 
a wonderful time and a delicious meal at Springdale 
Hall with those in attendance. We always enjoy seeing 
both current and new members of Excalibur. The sup-
port we feel from our generous supporters is humbling. 
We also enjoyed seeing the cadets who were there. As 
always, they made us proud, greeting us politely, park-
ing cars, and playing beautiful music. We were also 
impressed by the heartfelt and eloquent speech by our 
Cadet Battalion Commander, Justin Wilson.  

At some point during the banquet, Col Boland began 
to get calls notifying him of confirmed cases of COV-
ID-19 in Kershaw County. This was the beginning of 
the “new normal” at Camden. Col Boland and the rest 
of the leadership at CMA took whatever updated in-
formation they received each day and made informed, 
responsible decisions about how to handle life at the 
school.  I wanted to write this letter to express my 
pride in what Col Boland and the team at CMA have 
been doing these last few months. I truly believe ev-
erything that could be done in these unprecedented 
times was done, decisively and professionally. They 
make me proud.
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The Class of 2020 will go down in history just as the 
Year of 2020 will. But they are not alone; just as this 
nation experienced a tragedy when this class  first 
came into this world. Regardless, it will be one that 
those of us who experienced it will never forget. The 
graduation weekends are always the final expressions 
of accomplishments for the cadets, parents, relatives 
and friends and the final goodbyes to classmates and 
faculty/staff. They were denied those moments be-
cause of the pandemic, but hopefully found that they 
had to be even more responsible for the completion 
of their senior year. Congratulations   to this class and 
CMA wishes all of you the best of luck in your future.


