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The Camden Green
by Maj. Tariq Ghaffar

     The Camden Community Concert Band was joined in Rectory Square on Sun-
day, October 15th by Camden Military Academy Marching Band Director Joseph 
Lauricella, composer and conductor First Sergeant David Green (shown right), and 
CMA Senior Cadets Brandon Warters of Charlotte, NC (lower right) and Fuli Wang 
(bottom left) of Beijing, China.  With the band, they performed a march called 
“Camden Green,” a piece about the school’s parade field and dedicated to the Academy.
     The piece, composed in 1979 by 1SG Green had, until this time, only been performed 
by the Army National Guard Band from which 1SG Green retired in 2008 after 39 years 
of service with the same unit. The march was performed twice by them while on tour.

 The piece, as its trio, includes “Oh, Canada,” not adopted as the Canadian 
National Anthem until 1980, but used as the melody for The Academy’s alma 
mater since its words were written in the early 1960’s by CMA Headmaster 
Emeritus, Colonel Lanning Risher (pictured left).
 During the performance, Green conducted the band with whom Warters played 
the Alto Saxophone, and Wang played trumpet to an audience of about 200.  The 
audience’s response to the march was excellent, according to Green.
 The concert did not come without some hard work, according to Cadet 
Warters.  The cadets have been practicing with the 

Camden Community Concert Band for three years and have practiced for this performance for 
about five weeks.
     “I thought we sounded much better in concert with an audience than we did in practice,” 
Warters said.  “I guess it was just the park setting.”

     The Camden Community Concert Band held its organizational 
meeting and first rehearsal on March 10, 1980, with 52 members in 
attendance.  Membership in the band is open to any adult with prior 
band experience.  No high school students are accepted, but high school 
graduates become eligible for membership in the summer following their graduation.  College students 
who are home for the summer months (or who are commuting students) are welcome to participate in 
the band providing they can meet the requirements of rehearsal and performance attendance.
     The purpose of the band is to provide an opportunity for its members to continue to develop and use 
those skills which were gained during the years of formal education, and to provide free public concerts 

for the citizens of the community.  (From the Camden Community Concert Band website)

Have a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year!



Fall Registration at CMA
     The Risher Administration Bldg. is the first stop to begin 
enrollment into Camden Military’s fall program in August.  
There are carefully prepared instructions from the check-in 
desk, nurse, accounting, admissions, registrar, and on to the 
fitting for uniforms in the gymnasium, as well as the issuance of 
tee shirts, shorts, sweatshirts, sweatpants, etc.  Shown below (left) 
Cadet Peed escorts a new family on campus and Cadet Geiger is 
helping a new cadet move in.  Also shown below are student 
banker and quartermaster, Jerry Baker, and 1SG David Green, 
who is also a quartermaster and transportation officer.  Shown 

below is the gymnasium packed with 
all the necessities of CMA life from  
clothing to classroom and room 
essentials.  Once they complete this 
step, it’s on to the company residence.

     Camden Military’s 2008 Battalion Commander graduated from 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University on Saturday, May 5, 2012.  He 
was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force the day 
before at a swearing-
in ceremony.  Faculty 
member, LTC Glenn 
Melberg (USAF ret.), 
and his wife, Betty, 
attended the event 
and LTC Melberg 
had the honor of 
leading him in the 
Oath of Office.
     Embry Riddle 
Aeronautical Univer- 
sity has two campuses - one at Daytona Beach, FL, and the graduation 
location of 2LT Schreiber’s schooling that took place in Prescott, AZ.
     Schreiber’s degree is a Bachelor of Science in Meteorology and his 
first assignment is Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson, AZ, 
where he will be a fully certified Air Force Weatherman.
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2008 Battalion Commander, Daniel Schreiber,
Commissioned in U.S. Air Force

Fort Jackson Camp and CMA TACS
     During the first of June as CMA prepares for summer school, CMA 
TAC officers, CSM Mel Brooks, CSM Rolf Irtenkauf and CSM Vertis 
Wilder, take the time out of their personal schedules to mentor 
students from CMA and regional schools at Fort Jackson, SC.  They go 
through a boot camp of activities that will help the young cadets with 
their military skills and careers, and develop leadership skills. 

Shown above are cadets competing during the Cadet Challenge held in 
September.  What better way to stay in shape!
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Events/Winners of the Challenge

Company T-Shirt Design - D
Flag Design - C
Brick Challenge - A
Soccer Challenge - B/S
Lift Challenge - B
Amoeba - C
Rifle Shoot - A
Golf Ball Challenge - A
Egg Trust Walk - B/S
Glider Fly-off - B
Raft Challenge - B/S
Academic Challenge - B/S
Citizenship - B/S
Beam Walk - A
Centipede Crawl - A
Volleyball - A
Tennis Challenge - A

ALPHA COMPANY took first place in the 2012 Spartan Challenge.  For the fourth consecutive year, CMA experienced a beautiful day that 
was filled with fun and camaraderie.  As each company competed against each other throughout the day, hard work and teamwork won at the 
day’s end. Pictured at the right is a group from Alpha Company with plaques and awards.  Below are various scenes from the day, including the 
inspirational flags and shirt designs of each company; also pictured are the “centipede walk,” egg in a spoon walk (blindfolded) and directions from 
a fellow cadet; beam walk, brick stacking, rifle range, amoeba walk, painted drummers, Bravo 
mascot leading the company onfield, weight lifter, and faculty and staff members, MSG Tom 
Hewitt and 1SG David Green with the American flag on display while monitoring the frisbie 
golf event.  At the end of the day, the cadets were served with a well-earned steak dinner and 

awards program in White’s Field House.  Needless 
to say, a good and tiring 
time was had by all.
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Homecoming and Football at CMA
   The Camden Military Academy Spartans gave their all in an exciting football game that went into overtime against the Raleigh Titans on 
a hot Saturday afternoon in October 2012.  The Spartans struggled all year as they remained winless; however, the lessons in sportsmanship, 
win or lose, are to be valued as they continue their growth as young gentlemen in a fast-paced world.
    The Carlisle alumni once again dominated the attendance numbers as Jim duFief, CMS’47, traveled from Tyaskin, MD; Dr. Ted Ridgeway, 
CMS’48 and his wife, June, traveled from Lexington, GA, Rick Hoffman, CMS’61 of Ft. Wayne, IN, and more local alumni, Gene Cone, 
CMS’58, Chester Fischer, CMS’58, Banks Scarborough, CMS’45, Francis Simmons, CMS’72, Hal White, CMS’56, and wife, Catherine, and 
Fred Thomas, CMS’71.  Doug Mahan, CMA’84, enjoyed the afternoon with his son, while Jim Maloney, CMA’62, traveled from Canon City, 
CO, stopping by to visit acquaintances in the state.
     Also, shown below are Col. Risher with his grandson, Tripp Osteen (CMA’13) and his dad, Price (CMA’81).  Pictured at the table facing 
the camera are Fischer, Cone, Cam Walters (CMA’73), and Steve Harris (CMA’72).  Former battalion commander, Nick White (CMA’11) 
also visited with former classmates.  Special thanks to Dave Jeffries (CMA’70) who was instrumental in reviving the blue Jeep, also known 
as the “Blue Goose” and “Smurfmobile.”



 The Bugle Page 5

CLASS OF 2013 SENIORS RECEIVE CLASS RINGS
     Thanksgiving break began on November 17th and the seniors 
arrived home wearing their senior rings, as the ceremony was 
held on the day they departed.
     Headmaster Colonel Eric Boland spoke to the young gentle-
men about the importance of their class ring.  The following is a 
transcript of his remarks.
     “There is an old joke that asks how many sides does a circle 
have -- inside and outside.  Your class ring has two sides also.  The 
inside is engraved with your name. It is meant to be personal and 
show that the ring is unique to you.
     “The outside of the ring is communal.  It identifies you as a 
person who belongs to our school and its community.  It shows 
that you are a part of something that is bigger than yourself.
     “Wearing this ring comes with a responsibility.  That respon-

sibility is to live and share the life lessons that you have learned 
from teachers, Tacs, coaches, and administrators at our school.
     “The other responsibility you have is to live out the bonds that 
you made with classmates now and in the future.
     “As you go forth from today, wear your ring proudly.  Let it 
remind you that you’ve done something special and that you are 
expected to continue to do special things throughout your life.
     “As you look into the stone of your ring, think of that stone as 
a window.  A window not only to the past where you remember 
CMA, but also a window to the future to see what you can be-
come.  We expect great things from this senior class.
     “Always remember what your ring means.
     “It means that you are a part of something special -- now and 
in the future -- that is bigger than you as an individual.”

Seniors in the Class of 2013 are: Jamar A. Luciano Arrindell, Brandon Shane Blackwell, Javai Marquette Bolling, Kory Matthew 
Canzater, Frank J. Caputo, Caleb Malik Charles, Ryan Andrew Collins, Jonathan Radcliffe Cooper, Julian Carter Crabtree, Brandon 
Ray Daniels, John Burton Davy, Greg Dekanski, Darius Marqui English, Jacob Wellington Evans, Rashad Malachi Faulkner, Ian 
Isaiah Goodwin, Justin Theodore Graves, Michael Timothy Graves, Robert Fraser Hart, Jackson Montgomery Hillman, James Chase 
Huntley, Jarett Ellington Johnson, Reese Patrick Johnson, Brian Scott Kemery, Adam Michael Konjoian, John Carrington Landstreet, 
Ubaldo Marquez, Nicholas Davis Marullo, Matthew Jordan McCrory, Alexander Michael McKenzie, Alexander Kirby McSwain, 
Patric Quinn Mulligan, Kyle D-Prioleau Myers, Frank Price Osteen, III, Cody Dennis Owens, Omar Jileel Patterson, Joshua David 
Peed, Ernest Sanford Perry, III, Gianfranco Prot, Maxwell James Rothgaber, Nestor Josué Ruiz, John Anthony Santamaria, Thomas 
Anthony Shanahan, Kevin Dean Smith, Devin Alexander Sosebee, Andrei Benjamin Sujka, Caleb Alexander Swinson, William Claud 
Thomasson, IV, Christian Michael Trznadel, Daulton Vanderheiden, Quinn Michael Viola, Flamingo (Jili) Wang, Welfare (Fuli) 
Wang, Robert Raymond Ward, III, Brandon Michael Warters, Brewster John Way, Caleb Channing Whaley.

The Senior Ring 
Ceremony is one of 
many functions that 

the Color Guard 
presents the school 

flags. Shown right are 
cadets Fuli Wang, John 
Starks, Chris Witthar, 

Jennings Stein, and 
Welfare Wang.



We need more Billy O'Dells
Staff Reports
Friday, September 21, 2012
     State Senator Billy O'Dell was honored last 
week upon reaching a major landmark: 24 years 
in office, making him the longest serving state 
senator in Anderson County.  From what we 
can tell, he's maintained his popularity in the 
district that includes parts of Anderson, 
Abbeville and Greenwood counties by doing 
things that are rarely encountered nor encour-
aged in the political world today.
     He treats everyone the way he would like to be treated, and is 
amenable to compromise, even when it means crossing party lines.
     Elected as a Democrat in 1988, before South Carolina became a 
totally "red state," Sen. O'Dell, 73, switched parties but really didn't 
change his way of thinking or voting.  He is that rarest of creatures, 
a moderate Republican — yet he has defeated primary challengers 
every time he has run for re-election, including the son of the 
Anderson County Republican Party chairman this year.  In these 
days of one-party politics, winning the primary is all that really 
matters.
     With his seniority, he could surround himself with sycophants and 
wall himself off from people needing his ear.  And yet we continually 
hear from people, "I wrote a letter to every member of our legislative 
delegation, and the only one who responded was Sen. Billy O'Dell."
     He is a gentleman, and a gentle man.  But he originally ran for 
office because he was a business man who felt the voice of the small 
employer wasn't being heard in Columbia.
     As CEO of O'Dell Mop & Broom, the family business now run by 
his children, O'Dell felt beleaguered by regulation.  But once elected, 
Sen. O'Dell found the answers weren't as easy as he had thought.  
"I've learned an awful lot," he told our reporter last week.  "There 
are no simple answers. You have to worry and study and figure out 
the best way to go.  I've always been willing to compromise to find 
a solution."
     There's that dirty word: compromise.  Yet Sen. O'Dell has been 
successful and won the respect of fellow lawmakers because he is 
willing to hear what the other side has to say rather than digging in 
his heels and loudly defending ideology.
     At a celebration of O'Dell's anniversary in Williamston last week, 
fellow legislator Rep. Mike Gambrell of Greenville said his friend 
is known for making the best deals, even when it means meeting 
someone in the middle.  Too bad there aren't more like him, not 
only in Columbia but in Congress, too.
     Even as contentious a body as the Anderson County Council 
voiced unanimous praise of the senator in a resolution passed at 
the meeting last week.  We'll skip some of the many "WHEREAS" 
sections dealing with O'Dell's upbringing, education and marriage 
to his wife, Aedra, and print verbatim the attributes of leadership the 
council applauded.  They are something every public leader should 
emulate:
     WHEREAS, Senator O'Dell is the longest serving senator in 
Anderson and Abbeville Counties' history as well as the longest 
serving senator for the Old Pendleton District; Senator O'Dell's 
service is exemplary with the distinction of remaining attuned to 
constituent beliefs and needs while sustaining constant constituent 
service to those in his district and the State; and,

     WHEREAS, Senator O'Dell encourages the value of local govern-
ments working as one to achieve the common goal; Senator O'Dell 
has championed the art of economic recruitment, which is evident 
in Senator O'Dell's many accomplishments; and,
     WHEREAS, Anderson County is fortunate to have citizens of 
vision and commitment that step forward to lead, guide, direct and 
energize our community, often at considerable sacrifice; and,
     WHEREAS, the administration, residents, and the County 
Council of Anderson County are pleased to honor William 
Hamilton "Billy" O'Dell's excellence in leadership and his dedica-
tion to public service; and Senator O'Dell's representation of the 
constituents of Senate District 4 and of all residents of Anderson 
County and the State of South Carolina.  Now,
     THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved by the Anderson County 
Council: The Anderson County Council recognizes that the key to 
success in a community is its people especially those who demon-
strate qualities of dedication, servant leadership and unselfish love 
for other residents.  Anderson County is fortunate to have men and 
women of vision and commitment that step forward to lead, guide, 
direct and energize our community, often at considerable sacrifice. 
Senator O'Dell, The Anderson County Council is appreciative of 
your endeavors and salutes your accomplishments.  Your dedication 
to this community is greatly appreciated.  Amen!

Independent Mail, Anderson, SC
(The Senator is a graduate of Camden Academy Class of 1956.)
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     On Saturday, November 3, twelve members of the 
Camden Military Academy Drill Team traveled to Blythewood 
High School to compete with about eighteen other schools.  
Six hours later, our cadets rode home proudly carrying two 
trophies—one for 2nd Place in Squad Basic Drill With Arms 
and the other for 3rd place in Squad Basic Drill Without Arms.
     “Every time we go to these things, they always ask us where 
we’re from.  When we answer, CMA, they always remark about 
how squared away we look,” Domanico said.
Members of the Drill/Rifle team above are 1st Row: S. Domanico 
(Anderson, SC), G. Hutchins (Concord, NC), C. Swinson 
(Reigelwood, NC), SGM Curtis Green; 2nd Row: T. Young-
blood (Houston, TX), K. Harris (Ft. Mill, SC), C. Wheeler (St. 
Cloud, FL), 3rd Row: T. Roach (Huntersville, NC), T. Coleman 
(Evanston, IL), D. Lord (Charlotte, NC); Back: J. Bagwell 
(Columbia, SC) J. Cox (Hartsville, SC), B. Spencer (Overland 
Park, KS).



Williams (Port Orange, FL), Jake Harper (Blythewood, SC), 
Matthew Brody (Greenville, NC).  Pictured in the separate 
photos are (top row left) cadet Auburger and (right) cadet 
Williams; pictured left to right are cadets Harper and Puhl, 
(with the Pecan Queen, Danica Honeycutt, who is an 
aspiring country singer); shown 3rd row are cadets Brody 
and Auburger; 4th row cadet mascot is Allison, and cadet 
VanBuitenen.

2012 PECAN FESTIVAL
     The yearly privilege and honor of escorting young ladies of the 
N. C.  Pecan Harvest Festival was a big success and a lot of fun. 
LTC John Heflin, Dean of Students, chaperones the group of young 
gentlemen to Whiteville, NC every November.  There is a lot of 
“hard work” in having to escort these ladies during several events 
throughout the day.  From houses to car shows, stages, and parades, 
they all represent Camden Military Academy in handsome fashion.
     Billy (CMA’66) and Suzanne King of Whiteville, NC have been 
involved with the planning of this festival throughout the years.  This 
year’s 20th Annual North Carolina Pecan Harvest Festival started 
on Thursday, with a wine and cheese reception.  However, the CMA 

cadets arrived on Friday for the Celebrity Queen’s luncheon that 
included the presentation of the Festival Queen, Danica Honeycutt, 
with the Pecan Belles and the Camden Cadets, which was held at 
Vineland Station Depot.  The afternoon activities included “Elegant 
Homes of Whiteville Home Tour” and the Downtown Pecan Party 
@ Vineland Emporium.
     Saturday’s events included a wide variety of activities for all, 
including a cooking contest, car show, and boat show, but the main 
function for these young gentlemen was escorting the young Pecan 
Belles during the parade.
     Shown below in the group picture are (l-r) Cody Auburger, 
(Folly Beach, SC), Tyler VanBuitenen (Wyokoff, NJ), Suzanne King, 
Whiteville, NC, Tanner Allison (St. Augustine, FL), LTC Heflin, Noah 
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Shown below are cadets and faculty members at 
the flagpole for the National Day of Prayer.
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He gets a kick from art
Gallery, jiu-jitsu
Keep Stan Mabry
On his toes
By Douglas Cloninger
For the Tennessean
Stan Mabry is a man of many interests.
     The Charlotte, N.C. native moved here 
more than 25 years ago after working at Sotheby’s art auction house 
in New York.  He opened his Belle Meade business, Stanford Fine Art, 
in 1987.
     Today, Mabry is a world jiu-jitsu champion, and he says the martial 
arts fits in perfectly with his love of fine art.
     First, tell me about your business.
     We sell late 19th-20th century American and European paintings, 
sculpture and works on paper.  We periodically do shows for local 
artists, but our primary focus is on the earlier, investment-quality art.  
Mostly deceased painters.  That’s where my training always was.  I was 
an anthropology major and attended graduate school in anthropology. 
It blends into that, in the sense that these are older artists, and they’ve 
stood the test of time.
     I was supposed to go up to New York this past weekend. Sotheby’s 
and Christie’s were supposed to have their big fall impressionist sales, 
but they postponed them until later this week because of the storm.
      You are a recent world champion in the martial art of jiu-jitsu. 
What is that like?
     I got started in Brazilian jiu-jitsu a little over three years ago, just 
because during the day, it’s all kind of cerebral stuff.  You’re working 
with clients from all different walks of life and calling on all sorts of 
different people and trying to provide a service to people, so it’s not a 
very physical thing.  My friend suggested this Brazilian jiu-jitsu place.  
And I practiced judo when I was a kid.
     There was a Tennessee state championship in 2010, and I went and 
won.  I went to New York (in 2010) for art, and they happened to be 

having the New York International Open Championship, and I fought 
and I won that.  I try to compete a lot.  I’ve gone to Chicago twice, and 
I’ve gone to Boston.  I’ve always won my division, and I always try to 
couple it with art.
     The (Pan American Jiu-Jitsu Championship) was held in March 
of this year.  That’s the largest martial arts competition in the world.  
There’s over 3,000 competitors.  I won that.  They’ve got it broken 
down with age groups and weight groups.  I usually fight in a lower 
age group because I’m so old.  Even locally I fight 18-30.
     How old are you?
     I’m 56.  At the Pan Ams I I fought in the 40s…It’s the most nerve-
wracking experience ever, when you compete in that arena, because 
you know that guy is trying to do the same thing to you as you are to 
them.  It’s like a big chess game.  Who can get to their game first, who 
can do the right things on the mat.
     It’s kind of analogous to looking at art.  I look at paintings all the 
time, and I have to make a decision on the quality of art.  When I 
compete, you have to always make these decisions, depending on 
where the guy is moving, so it’s still a big creative process.  It’s really all 
about making the right decisions.  These guys might be much better 
fighters than I am, but when it comes down to it, in competition, it’s 
about how you move.
     What’s next for you?
     Just keep persevering.  I’ve been doing it in my business and my 
jiu-jitsu.  I wish I had started sooner.  The school I train at (Brentwood 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu) has a great program for children.  I would 
encourage parents to get their kids involved.  It teaches you not only 
self discipline, but also to keep persevering.  It’s an unbelievable 
sport.  You learn something every single day, so it keeps you mentally 
working, and your body can do things you never thought it could do, 
if you just keep training.  Anyone who’s ever done the sport knows 
exactly what I’m talking about.
     That’s the only thing I regret, that I didn’t know about it 30 or 40 
years ago.
     CMA Note: Stan was the CMA Class of 1974 Battalion Commander 
and the Honor Graduate. 

The Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) group shown above was visited by Caroll Baker of 
the FCA. The meetings, on campus and at Myrtle Beach, are important to all young men so that their lives will be impacted in a positive 
direction throughout their lives.  The middle picture is of four of our spirited cadets at an out-of-town basketball game.  They are L-R Trent 
Martin, Ross Hogan, Tanner Allison, and John Puhl. Celia Boland’s Robotics class is always an inspiration to compete with other schools.  
Shown (l-r) are Serg Culver, Jared Begell-Dyer, Dorian Mulder and Mrs. Boland.

The Civil Air Patrol at CMA is busy throughout the year as they go 
to various air shows and museums, as well as flying around the campus 
and other places near Camden.  CMA alumnus, Stephan Barnes, Class of 
1973, is a staunch financial supporter of the CAP program.  With his sup-
port and others the group is able to attend more functions.  Pictured to 
the right (kneeling l-r) Joey Gross (Jacksonville, FL), Zijun Zhou (Beijing 
China), Jaden Senn (Elbert, CO), Carlton Black (Murfreesboro, TN), (back 
row) Jacob Evans (Cheraw, SC), Brent Buckley (Waxhaw, NC), Alex Lesko 
(Harrisburg, NC), Josh Peed (Waxhaw, NC), Ed Kosinski (Brooklyn, NY), 
Trent Martin (Duluth, GA), LTC Glenn Melberg (staff), William Ramsbey 
(Knoxville, TN), Luke Halligan (St. Petersburg, FL), Major Anthony 
DeCandia (staff), and Nick Sheffron (Columbus, NC).
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Camden Military Academy has been privileged to receive a collec-
tion of historical documents of Carlisle Fitting School from Ms. 
Debbie Ehrhardt in Longbranch, Washington.  She found these 
items as she was going through her husband’s (Glen Ehrhardt) 
family treasures of the “Black” family of Bamberg-Ehrhardt and 
contacted CMA to find a home for these historical documents.  
The memorabilia mailed to the school included various catalogues, 
letters, report cards, programs, commencement invitations, etc. 
dating from 1895 to 1902.  Included also is the class picture shown 
below that was entitled: Carlisle Finishing School in Bamberg (The 
back reads...To: Bessie Lee Black From “Sister” My class at Carlisle.)

In the Carlisle Fitting School Journal of March 1895 it is written 
and described as “A LITERARY JOURNAL, Published by the Kilgo 
and Sheridan Literary Societies… No article will be published 
unless name of author accompanies said article.” One of the 
editorials appears as follows.

MANHOOD
   Manhood is the connecting link between two great periods of life, 
youth and old age.
   Youth is the age of growth, development and pleasure. Manhood 
is the age when he stands at the open gate of active life, viewing the 
duties and responsibilities of what lies before him.
   Old age is the age of retrospection and regret.  In this period, 
one looks back over the life he has passed and regrets that he didn’t 
improve every opportunity which presented itself to him.  And with 
a sigh longs for an opportunity to go over it again.

   To be a man does not mean simply to be a man in years and growth, 
but it means to be a man intellectually, morally and religiously.  To 
be a man with all of these qualifications is not all yet, it is to act the 
man.
   God would never have endowed man with all these qualities if He 
had not intended that he should use them.  What higher aim can one 
have in life, than to act his part as becomes a man who not only lives 
for himself but for his Creator.
   In the moral and physical world, not only the fields of battle, but 
the fields of truth and virtue need men to stand up and defend their 
cause, men who are not ashamed to do right and men who have 
characters to back them.
   We are too easily impressed with fine clothes, nice manners and 
nice language to inquire into the character of an individual.
   Fine clothes, fine manners and fine language do not make a 
man, but it is his character.  “Beautiful lives have blossomed in the 
darkest places, as pure white lilies full of beauty sometimes bloom 
in the slimy, stagnant waters.”  Take character and religion from a 
man, and what is he?  “A savage without sympathy.”  Take them away 
and his manhood is gone.  No smiles gladden his countenance, no 
look of sympathy illumes his face to tell of love and charity for the 
misfortunes of others.                  J. D. Lafitte

Under the “Local Department” section the following appeared:
Professor—“Give me the names of twelve animals of the Polar 
Regions.”
Distracted Pupil—“Six seals and six polar bears!”

Camden Military looks back to its roots in the 1890’s... 

CMA Cross Country members stretch before one 
of many events during the fall.

Hanging out 
between classes 
are cadets (l-r) 
George Spiros, 
Isaac Branon, 

Dylan Hopson, 
Caleb Charles, 
John Cox, and 
Cody Harmon.



A Few CMA Happenings around and away from campus during the fall semester include (top left) a couple of cadets, Matthew McCrory 
of Charlotte, NC and David Fidanza of Myrtle Beach, SC, representing Camden Military Academy during the S.C. Session of National Trial 
Lawyers History Day in Columbia, SC; (middle) CSM Rolf Irtenkauf (Bravo Company TAC) and grandson Zach from Woodstock, GA.  
Shown right on the cruise during the Thanksgiving break are foreign students chaperoned by 

Col. and Mrs. Boland, 
LTC and Mrs. William 
Johnson, and Charles 
Jones. Cadets are Jili 
Wang, Fuli Wang, 
Santiago Villalobos, 
Zijun Zhou, Cheng 
Yeh, Ming Lin, Mar-
tin Larranaga, Calum 
Brodt, Kris Penjarae-
nwatana.  Shown below 
at the left is cadet John 
Puhl in the play of the 
Tell-Tale Heart and the 
group of crows in cos-
tume are Justin Pow-
ell, Kevin Smith, and 
Kris Penjaraenwatana.  
LTC Deborah Hartley-Yarborough and Mrs. Alice Thaxton work 
hard with the cadets to entertain their classmates and citizens of 

Camden.
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EULOGY FOR MAJOR JAMES THOMAS BURCH, JR.
     A nine man contin-
gent of Carlisle Military 
School Alumni con-
verged in Bamberg, SC 
August 12, 2012 to render 
their final salute to Major 
James T. Burch; a civic 
leader, a devout Chris-
tian, a family man and 
a mentor to numerous 
former Carlisle Cadets 
throughout the years he taught at Carlisle Military School.  Former 
Carlisle Alumni that attended his eulogy and interment were:  Charles 
W. Swindell (CMS’52), John M. Wade (CMS’55), James N. Lambert 
(CMS’57), William (Bill) Strock (CMS’57), Chester  B.  Fischer 
(CMS’58), Clinard H. Rawls (CMS’58), Carl McDonnell (CMS’58), 
Atward E. Cone (CMS’58) and John E. Stanley (CMS’62).
     During the eulogy, words of comfort were delivered by Dr. 
Webb Belangia and prayers that Major Burch had written were 
read by his son-in-law Mr. Jimmy Harrison, Jimmilib’s husband. 
At the grave side, birds could be heard at a distance singing. 
Perhaps an ornithologist would have interpreted this vocalization as 
crying along with us in lieu of singing.  It was the greatest pleasure 
and honor for me to represent Carlisle Military School during their 
family’s bereavement.  And I feel assured that the afore listed Alumni 
felt the same.  Yes, we all must snap to and render a final salute to 
another fallen brother, Major James T. Burch.  The picture shown 
above was in the last issue of The Bugle (left-right) Mike Kooken, 
Gene Cone, Clinard Rawls, and front row is Knox Balkcom, and 
Major Burch.

Gene Cone (CMS’58)

Standing in front of the original Carlisle Military School sign 
during homecoming are: E. Freeman (Kennesaw, GA), Y. Chen 
(China), W. Wang (China), J. Stein (Lexington, SC), C. Auburger 
(Folly Beach, SC), T. Allison (St. Augustine, FL), C. Harris 
(Lakeland, FL), J. Larrimore (Conway, SC), S. Forrester (High 
Point, NC), & J. Snipes (Rock Hill, SC).  These sweatshirts are for 
sale in the above colors of black, grey, blue, and neon for $30 each.
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DEATHS
Joseph Larry King, Bunnell, FL, CMS’44

James Wesley Orvin, Trenton, SC, CMS’48
Edward Harrell Emory, Wadesboro, NC, CA’56

Hugh M. Lefler, Charlotte, NC, CA’56
Lowry Keith Plyler, Lancaster, SC, CA’56

Robert Thomas Shultz, Spotsvlania, VA, CMS’58
John Ethridge Moon, Charleston, SC, CMS’59

Ralph Edward Gray, Jr., Lake City, SC, CMS’60
Michael Forest Woods, Hyannis, MA, CMS’60
John Albert Zappitello, Conneaut, OH, CMS’61

Robert Ralph Bewley, Ormond Beach, FL, CMS’63
Gillum Edward King, III, McBee, SC, CMA’63

Leroy Williams, Fairfax, SC, CMS’69
Karl H. Heins, Modesto, CA, CMS’70

William Henry Fleming, III, Augusta, GA, CMA’75
Stowe Mcgill Landreth, Travelers Rest, SC, CMA’77
Joseph Michael McClellion, Anderson, SC, CMA’05

PASS IN REVIEW

PLEASE REMEMBER TO VISIT THE CMA WEBSITE AND GO TO 
THE ALUMNI LINK TO ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR “UPDATING 
INFO.”  YOU CAN ALSO NOMINATE CANDIDATES FOR THE 
ALUMNI AWARDS, DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI, ALUMNI ACHIEVE-
MENT, AND CMA SERVICE AWARD.  (THESE AWARDS ARE GIVEN 
TO THE RECIPIENTS DURING HOMECOMING ACTIVITIES, IF 
THEY ARE ABLE TO ATTEND).

Van Doubleday, CMS’47, enjoys The Bugle and recalls that when 
he was at Carlisle, “maybe in my second year (‘42-’43) a contest 
was held to name the new annual they decided to publish.  Lots of 
the cadets submitted suggestions, including himself.  The winner, 
not from me, was “The Rebel.”  Now why didn’t I think of that 
obvious choice?”
COL Jim Bradin, USA (Ret.), CMS’54, had a heart attack during 
the Thanksgiving break while visiting sons in FL.  He’s home in 
Beaufort recovering and his sons convinced him that Jervey and 
he needed to move to Florida to be closer to family; so now he is 
building a house in Lithia, FL.
LTC Phil Henning, USAF (Ret), CMA’66, attended CMA as a 
freshman in the class of 1965-1966.  He retired from the US Air 
Force in 2000 and is currently with Brink’s Incorporated Global 
Security Department.
Whitmarsh Seabrook Bailey, Jr., CMS’71, has a wonderful life in 
Colorado, living off the grid.  “My wife, Denise, and I enjoy dancing 
and being around our 7 grandkids.  We volunteer in the community 
with RSVP, Welcome Home Montrose, D.A.V. and the VFW - 
myself being a Vietnam Veteran and 100% disabled veteran.  We 
really try to support the veterans in our community.”
Keith Pool Ramsey, CMA’77, phoned in with great memories 
of CMA.  Says he thinks about it all the time and dreams about 
his time here.  Said that he couldn’t wait to get away and now 
can’t believe that he can’t wait to come back for a visit.  He really 
appreciates what CMA did for him and thinks that it’s a great school.  
He spent 40 years as an insurance adjuster, and now drives an 
18-wheeler.  Says hello to classmates.
Andrew S. Hemphill, CMA’04, is engaged to be married in June 
of 2013.  He’s marrying his college love, Molly, from Raleigh, NC.
David Everett Huff, CMA’06, emailed the alumni office about a 
yearbook.  He is working as a plumber with his brother and hopes 
to visit CMA soon.
Cameron Reed McCowan, CMA’11, left back in October as part 
of the Charlie Battery 5th Battalion, 113th Field Artillery Regiment 
of the NC National Guard for a deployment to Egypt’s Sinai Desert 
as part of the Multi National Force and Observers (www.mfo.org) 
which will monitor compliance with the 1979 Egyptian-Israeli Peace 
Treaty.  They are going to make a stop at Camp Atterbury and 
return in September 2013.  Please keep him and Charlie Battery in 
your thoughts and prayers.  (J. Clive McCowan)

The Carlisle Class of 1943 produced the first yearbook as General 
Doubleday writes in the left column.  The Foreward, now close to 70 
years ago, reads as follows:

     WE, THE STAFF of THE ‘43 REBEL, yearbook of Carlisle Military 
School, will try to show you life at Carlisle as the typical cadet sees it.  
Cadets at Carlisle, and in other military schools, see their everyday 
life through different eyes and voice different opinions.

     To some boys, their life at Carlisle means opportunity: Opportu-
nity to work, to play, and most of all to learn.  It is the type of boy 
that becomes the leader.

     To other boys, life at Carlisle is merely a dull, monotonous routine.  
These boys do not seek opportunity, and consequently do not find it.  
In short, these boys are lazy. We are very glad that the majority of 
Carlisle boys do not have that attitude toward life.

     The staff of THE REBEL take this opportunity to express their 
gratitude for your fine support which made this, the first volume of 
THE REBEL, possible.  Had it not been for the enthusiastic support 
of the Corps of Cadets and our advertisers, the publication of this 
annual would not have been possible.

Almost 50 years ago at Camden Military Academy, from the Excalibur 
1963 yearbook, the Foreward reads as follows:
     We look now with mixed emotions upon the school year 1962-63. 
With excitement we visualize the unknown adventures of our adult 
future, yet with sadness we see the passing of this dynamic phase 
of our development.  Our progress this year has so become a part of 
our lives that it will subconsciously guide us always.  Our conscious 
memories will be forever sharpened by the EXCALIBUR of 1963.

     General Van Doubleday 
(USAF Ret.) is a 1947 Carlisle 
Military School graduate who 
writes the following for all the 
cadets (current and past) at 
Camden.  “My wife and I were 
at Myrtle Beach in June 2012 
with his sister and her family 
so I visited Banks Scarborough 
at his home in Florence.  We had 
a wonderful time reminiscing 
about our years at Carlisle at 
Banks’ home and over lunch at 
the Florence Country Club.  We discussed sending (CMA) a photo because 
we thought the cadets should be reminded that they are making friends for 
life at Camden.  Banks and I - friends for 71 years now -- are beneficiaries 
of what I still refer to as the James Franklin Risher education system.  
Banks chose banking and I chose the Air Force, but neither of us dreamed 
that Carlisle would take us so far in life.  We are very proud of the fact that 
the same benefits we enjoyed are still there for each cadet today.  Camden 
dedicates itself to getting each student off to a great start in life.  It worked 
for us and it will do the same for you.”  (Banks, CMS’45 and Van, CMS’47)

Making Friends “For Life”

The Alumni Office is looking for Tracy Dewayne Blanton, 
CMA’89.  Please contact us if you know where he is.
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The Camden Mili-
tary Academy Color 
Guard proudly dis-
plays the school flags 
of CMA, Carlisle 
Military School and 
the United States of 
America at a dedi-
cation at the Town 
Green on October 
12, 2012. The City 
of Camden unveiled 
the statues of Colonel 
Joseph Kershaw and Catawba Indian King Hagler, in remembrance of the 
founders of Camden. Members of the Color Guard are cadets are C. Witthar,  
Z. Zhou, J. Starks, J. Stein , and C. Auburger.
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